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SUMMARY OF OUR VOCATION 
 

Living Christ Today 
 

We would like to be known as a church for six things: 

 The depth of our spiritual life 

 Our commitment to bring life to others 

 The stepping-stones we put in place for those who wish to journey with 
us 

 The vibrancy of our common life 

 The beauty of our church building 

 Our ability to work together 
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PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL 
Purpose 
St Mary’s Parochial Church Council (the PCC) has the responsibility of co-operating with the incumbent in 
promoting in the ecclesiastical parish the whole mission of the Church, pastoral, evangelistic, social and 
ecumenical. It also has responsibility for the management of the Church property in the parish – St Mary’s 
Church, the Church Hall and Church House. 
 

Membership (since the APCM) 
Members of the PCC are either ex officio or elected by the Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) or 
co-opted by the PCC in accordance with the Church Representation Rules 2011. 
 
Vicar Andrew McKearney Ex officio PCC Chair 
Curate Sarah Northall Ex officio 
Churchwardens Dougall Morrison Ex officio 2012-2017 
 Mark Phythian-Adams Ex officio 2014-2019 

PCC Vice Chair 
Representatives on Cowley 
Deanery Synod 

Hilary Pearson Ex officio 2014-2017 
Representative on Friends of St 
Mary’s, Data Protection Officer 

Stephen Michael Ex officio 2014-2017 
Health & Safety Officer 

Blanche Stiff Ex officio 2014-2017 
Elected PCC members Tim Brunton 2015-2018 

Patricia Michael 2015-2018 
Christine North 2015-2018 
Maggie Wilson 2015-2018 
Jurrian Boom 2015-2017 
Jill Guinness 2015-2017 
Maureen McNaboe 2011-2017 
Carole Smith 2011-2017 

 Richard Rodriguez 2015-2016 
 Ivonne Schroeder 2014-2016 
 Joan Townsend 2012-2016 
 Penny Tyack 2010-2016 

Secretary, Children’s Advocate 
Co-opted PCC members Alastair Smith Treasurer 
 William Beaver West Front Conservation, 

Representative on Friends of St 
Mary’s 

Officers Helen Powell Deputy Treasurer 
Barry/Stephanie Newsome Giving Officers 
Janet Low Electoral Roll Officer 
Lorna Bourdeaux Disclosure and Barring Service 

Secretary 
Paul Butler Church Hall Bookings Secretary 

 Sarah McKearney Safeguarding Officer 
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REVIEW OF 2015 
 

Incumbent’s Report on the Activities of the Parish 
There are many aspects of the life of St Mary’s during 2015 that are very encouraging: 

 a successful parish retreat at the Carmelite Retreat Centre at Boars Hill 

 a deep sense of God’s presence in our worship week by week 

 the ministry of healing regularly offered and appreciated 

 our organists, together with St Mary’s choir, contributing so much to the worship 

 a very thoughtful series of Advent mid week candlelit services 

 weekly ‘Prayer & Toast’ and monthly Taizé Evening Services 

 a new monthly silent prayer group formed, a Julian meeting (after Julian of Norwich) 

 variety and depth in the ministry of preaching, including an interesting Lent sermon series and the 
Archdeacon of Oxford with us for Remembrance Sunday 

 a vibrant, all-age congregation including many new families 

 4 children admitted to receive holy communion 

 registration of St Mary’s as a Fair Trade Church 

 financial support to other parishes in the deanery of £10,500 through the Parish Share 

 £5,000 given to charities by the PCC through the Mission of the Month 

 SOS Sahel UK now supported through the Harvest Appeal 

 monthly Christian Aid lunches 

 a good ecumenical partnership with Rose Hill Methodist Church to better serve the needs of the 
community 

 the effective ministry exercised at Community Cupboard every week 

 36 baptisms and 16 weddings celebrated 

 the Ministry of Welcome started 

 a successful year for the parish magazine 

 Bible study, poetry, discussion and theological groups meeting a variety of differing needs 

 a new house group established 

 an excellent study evening on Luke-Acts with Rebecca Dean of Cuddesdon College 

 a hard working and effective PCC and committee membership 

 well-supported social activities 

 a care and concern for others and the issues of the day (remember the Sleep-out?!) 

 Holy Communion taken each month to Sanctuary Care Nursing Home and the Donnington 
Communion Group 

 three lovely new memorial benches in a well cared for churchyard and burial ground 

 a shortlisted patron of the ACE Award for Art in a Religious Context for the Flowering Tree window, 
aumbry and font cover by Roger Wagner and Nick Mynheer 

 a new set of illuminated display shelves near the organ 

 the Incumbents Board successfully redesigned and relocated 

 approximately 10,500 visitors to the church during the year 

 an application submitted to the Heritage Lottery Fund for the West Front Conservation 

 a Sharing Heritage educational activity plan in process 

 the church hall kept in excellent condition for all users, now with Broadband installed 

 a simplification of the church accounts and a new financial team established 

 a new treasurer found 

 payment in full of the Parish Share of £55,504, an increase of 19.4% (£9,012) on 2014 
 
The list is long but not exhaustive! I feel sure there are many other things that could be added, but I wanted 
to end by thanking the huge team of volunteers, some of whom give many hours to help run St Mary’s and 
who contribute in a great many ways to making St Mary’s the church community that it is. 
Andrew McKearney 
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Church Electoral Roll 
At the end of 2015 (2014) there were 137 (131) members on the Electoral Roll of which 34 (37) were 
outside the parish. 
Janet Low 
 

Churchwardens’ Report on the Fabric, Goods and Ornaments of the Church 
A report of the inspections of, and work carried out on, the Church, Vestry, Churchyard, and Church House 
during 2015 is listed in the Fabric Committee Report. The Churchwardens have carried out their annual 
check of the Church Silver, Fixtures and Fittings. The Terrier is complete and available for inspection. A 
comprehensive review of Health and Safety Procedures has been carried out. 
Dougall Morrison & Mark Phythian-Adams 
 

COUNCILS, COMMITTEES & SYNODS 
 

Proceedings of the Parochial Church Council 
The PCC held regular two-monthly meetings throughout the year to exercise its responsibility for the 
finances of the church, the care of the building and contents, and to promote the mission of the Church in 
the parish. The major achievements in connection with our own Community have been in our relationships 
with the Rose Hill and Donnington Advice Centre, the Oxford Foodbank, the Littlemore and Rose Hill 
Children’s Centre and, most significantly, the work of the Community Cupboard. Here the emphasis is not 
just on food provision but also on hospitality, pastoral care and community development and touches on 
issues highlighted in the recent Oxford East Deanery Plan: Debt, Isolation, Loneliness and Mental Health 
issues, and Welcome to migrants and refugees. Further afield, we have agreed to support SOS Sahel as 
our Harvest Appeal for the next three years. This is an Oxford-based charity working with village 
communities in South Sudan, introducing technology to provide improved dry-season water supplies, with a 
consequent improvement in their harvests. The conservation of the fabric of the church building has been 
high on our agenda this year. In November we submitted a bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund for the 
Conservation of the West Front and South porch of the church. An important part of our commitment to the 
upkeep of our beautiful church is our vision for increasing community involvement with and use of the 
building. Our Welcoming programme goes from strength to strength and is attracting an increasing number 
of young families. The departure of the Montessori Nursery School from the Church Hall has left a gap in 
the Hall finances but we recognize that the Hall has potential value as a venue for educational activities in 
relation to the West Front Conservation Programme. PCC members have worked tirelessly this year and it 
is certain that their boundless good will and energy will be called upon over the next year as we face new 
challenges in our community and in our Church. 
Penny Tyack 
 

Standing Committee 

since APCM Andrew McKearney, Sarah Northall, Mark Phythian-Adams, Dougall Morrison, Bill Beaver 
The standing committee met once in June otherwise the agenda for PCC meetings was agreed by email. 
 

Charities Committee 
since APCM Wendy Tyndale, Andrew McKearney, Sarah Northall, Jurrian Boom, Ron Cosford, Richard 
Rodriguez, Oliver Bakewell, Will Stockland 
Since the Olive Tree Campaign had come to the end of its three years as our Harvest Appeal, our first task 
in the new financial year was to decide what organisation we should support in 2015-17. We found an 
excellent one almost on our doorstep – the building of sand dams in Sudan carried out by the Sudanese 
partner of SOS Sahel UK, whose headquarters is in Oxford. A talk by Lucy Polson confirmed that the 
project meets the practical needs of the local communities as well as pastoralists who need water for their 
herds, is environmentally friendly, successfully involves the people who benefit from the dams, and creates 
opportunities for women and young men to overcome their marginal social status by joining in on an equal 
basis and taking advantage of the dams to earn money in the construction or by creating income 
generating projects. Our well-attended Harvest Lunch was a particularly joyous occasion. Our other annual 
task is to select Missions of the Month. This year three new ones were added to the calendar: Hope and 
Play for children in Gaza, Health Improvement Project Zanzibar and Blackbird Leys Adventure Playground. 
A third concern of the Committee this year has been the plight of refugees. Before the Christingle Service, 
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whose collection always goes to the Children’s Society, we heard from Gam Jhutti about the Society’s work 
with unaccompanied child refugees who arrive in Oxford and we have been keeping closely in touch with 
the work of the Diocese whose day conference in March several of us will attend. Our fourth major concern 
has been Fair Trade. The end of the regular Fairtrade stall indicated a shift in our focus which is now on St. 
Mary’s as a registered Fairtrade Church and on Fairtrade Fortnight at the end of February for which the 
children are organising a parish breakfast. We said goodbye to Will Stockland, who got married and moved 
to London, very grateful for all he had contributed. 
Wendy Tyndale 
 

Finance Committee 
since APCM Andrew McKearney, Viviane Robertson, Alexander Otto, Mark Phyhian-Adams, Godfrey 
Townsend, Tim Brunton, Barry & Stephanie Newsome, Sarah Beaver 
Alastair Smith took over as Treasurer from Alexander Otto and St Mary’s owes a considerable amount to 
both of them. The End of Year Accounts have now moved from an accrual basis to a simpler receipts and 
payments basis. Cathy Cooper joined the financial team offering to do the data entry on the newly devised 
monthly Excel spreadsheets. This transition was started with considerable input from John McLintock and 
Alexander Otto and then taken on by Ali Smith. St Mary’s offered in 2016 to match, but not increase the 
Parish Share for 2015, leaving it at £55,504. The cost of a vicar is approximately £45,000, the additional 
£10,500 supporting poorer parishes in the Cowley Deanery. The Committee met once in March to consider 
and make recommendations to the PCC concerning these and other matters. The Financial Team now 
involves a considerable number of people (about 12!) to whom St Mary’s is profoundly grateful. 
Andrew McKearney 
 

Church Hall Committee 
since APCM John Harris, Viviane Robertson, Tim Brunton, Paul Butler, John Dean, Andrew McKearney, 
Stephen and Patricia Michael, Alexander Otto 
The committee has continued to oversee operational activities and fabric upkeep of Iffley Church Hall, all in 
support of St Mary's parish mission and the cultural and social activities of the wider community. In addition 
to show rounds, user liaison, routine maintenance, compliance monitoring and housekeeping, formally 
convened meetings of the committee took place on 10th March, 13th April, 15th July and 2nd November. For 
the first half of the calendar year, Hall activities and the booking profile continued much as has been the 
pattern for several years.  Though experiencing a reduction in attendances, the Montessori School 
continued to take all term time weekday availability and to make a significant contribution to income.  
However, as noted in the 2014 report, the Committee had begun to feel concern at the expanding amount 
of equipment, furniture and other items which Montessori required us to house, not only at weekends, but 
during half-terms and vacations, all periods when the premises were potentially required by others.  This 
had grown to include the complete occupation of the Ante Hall, in addition to a number of allocated 
storerooms, and represented a practical impediment to use by others.  The situation was also the subject of 
adverse comment from parishioners.  Discussions were opened with the Montessori principals to seek an 
amelioration based on the principle that no items should be out of storage outwith periods of hire, this 
subject to negotiation of a reasonable compromise.  An improvement was quickly accomplished and there 
was some optimism about a successful outcome: however, Montessori then gave notice that they would be 
terminating their rental from the end of the academic year in July.  They departed in good order and with 
the good wishes of the Committee and thanks for their long tenure of the Hall.  The exterior playground 
equipment was retained.  As a consequence of this change, the Committee turned its attention to (i) 
ensuring that the Hall is presented as efficiently and smartly as possible and (ii) seeking new weekday 
commercial and community hirers.  Much was accomplished in both areas by the year’s end with floor 
polishing, redecoration, carpet cleaning and allied works bringing the Hall’s interior appearance up to a 
commendable standard.  This was further enhanced with a volunteers’ cleaning day on 29 August when an 
inventory was taken and great improvements were achieved in the garden.  Bookings: the Committee 
considered replacing Montessori with a similar nursery booking, and received one approach from a 
potential operator.  It was however decided that time should first be allocated to seeking a variety of new 
bookings which would not only replace income foregone but also give individuals and groups from church 
and community an opportunity to introduce diverse events and activities, the better to serve several user 
constituents.  The Bookings Secretary’s efforts have, at the time of writing, yielded one significant weekday 
user: a Council-funded computer class for women; other enquiries are being actively negotiated and it is 
evident that the Hall’s new availability is generating discussion.  New fire safety evacuation arrangements 
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were satisfactorily introduced at the start of the year.  The Secretary updated the maintenance register and 
Performing Rights Society licensing; weekly fire safety monitoring by members of the committee continued.  
On the night of 5/6 August intruders gained entry to the Hall by breaking a kitchen rear window and 
damaging the window frame: there was some minor structural damage to door frames where locks were 
forced open.  Nothing was stolen and the costs of damage were partly covered by an insurance claim.  
There was a security review by the committee. Temporary repairs were made to the rear ramp barrier, 
though it is noted that replacement may be required in due course.  The kitchen is now in a hygienic and 
presentable condition though the Committee is aware that new post-Montessori usage requirements may, 
in the fullness of time, lead to discussions about upgrading the amenities.  This is not being actively 
pursued at present.  The re-pointing of the garden courtyard rear wall is likely to be scheduled in the spring 
of 2016.  The energy and commitment of all committee members, and summer volunteers, is again warmly 
acknowledged. 
John Harris 
 

Fabric Committee 
since APCM Mark Phythian-Adams, Adrian Jones, Jane Lambert, Andrew McKearney, Dougall Morrison 
The Church 
The West Front Conservation Committee, appointed to oversee the conservation work under the 
chairmanship of Bill Beaver, has submitted an application for a grant to the Heritage Lottery Fund. We are 
very grateful to all those who contributed to this exercise. A report on the wiring of the church was 
commissioned with the intention of rewiring the church and improving the heating. A proposal to slightly 
enlarge the altar and commission a new altar frontal, chasubles and stoles was agreed by the PCC to be 
funded by a legacy from Joan Critchley’s estate. Essential improvements to the Lightning conductor were 
carried out to obtain a certificate (now an annual requirement) No other works of significance have been 
carried out. 
The Churchyard 
Three benches, generously donated by members of the congregation, have been installed at the West end 
in place of those recommended for renewal in the last Quinquennial Report. 
The Vestry 
There was a break-in in December causing damage to a window and the destruction of the door to the 
internal vestry. We are very grateful to Graham Low for expeditiously installing a new door. The fabric of 
the Vestry is the responsibility of the Landmark Trust, which has repaired the window. Nothing of 
significance was stolen.  
Church House 
No works of significance have been carried out. 
Mark Phythian-Adams 
 

West Front Conservation & Sharing Heritage Committee 
since APCM Bill Beaver, Sally Brodhurst, Mark Phythian-Adams, Dougall Morrison, Penny Tyack 
Following the evidence of our eyes, supported by an exhaustive survey in 2011 by Sally Strachey 

Associates, and concern expressed in the latest quinquennial undertaken by our architect, Andrew 

Townsend, it has become a matter of urgency to renew the sheltercoat on the West Front and South Door 

which is now some thirty years old. The PCC decided to apply for the majority of the sum needed from the 

Heritage Lottery Fund and the West Front Conservation Committee was established to create the 

submission. At the welcomed suggestion of the Vicar, it was decided to split the request into three parts, 

viz: the sheltercoat process, landscaping and lavatory provision. The application was restricted to 

sheltercoating. The PCC passed the draft application and it was submitted to the HLF in November 2015 

for adjudication in March 2016. Integral to the application are proposed plans for a community-engagement 

programme focused on our heritage (the Activity Plan) and Penny Tyack was co-opted onto the Committee 

to lead that effort. Penny was approved by the PCC as the Parish Activity Co-ordinator and Bill as the 

Parish Communications Co-ordinator for the purposes of this effort. Sally Brodhurst stepped down then with 

the warm thanks of the Committee and the PCC. Then in late November the Heritage Lottery Fund asked 

us to submit our Activity Plan as a ‘stand alone’. Immediate consultations were thereupon held with the 

PCC, the Oxford Preservation Trust (as partners), potential volunteers, educators, the Media Department at 

Oxford Brookes University, local teachers and the PGCE programme director. Thus before the end of 2015 

a full outline heritage-focused plan had been created called Living Stones with a pilot project entitled 
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Standing where you are now: life in Norman Iffley. The full activity plan is due to be submitted in prelude to 

the March 2016 adjudication for our main grant request as evidence of skillful commitment worthy of the 

grant applied for. 

Bill Beaver 

 
Cowley Deanery Synod 
since APCM Blanche Stiff, Hilary Pearson, Stephen Michael 
There were four meetings of the Synod in 2015 
2nd March 2015 at St Francis, Holloway The first part of the meeting involved discussion of Deanery 
business: Inspection of churches, parish share, Deanery updates including 2 new appointments; Revd Phil 
Ritchie to St Mary & St John, Cowley, Revd Rachael Gibson to St Clements. The second part of the 
meeting was devoted to discussion on ways of working better together on various themes including: 
poverty, schools, environment, loneliness and mental health issues. 
19th May 2015 at St Mary & St Nicholas, Littlemore First part of the meeting included discussion Deanery 
affairs. Clergy appointments. Diocesan Synod elections, Deanery Audit and plans to formulate Deanery 
Mission Action Plan. The main part of the meeting concerned ministry in schools. This included 
presentations by Margreet Armitstead, Littlemore, Father Darren, Headington, Elaine Bardwell, New 
Marston, Andrew McKearney, Iffley. Each participant discussed the themes employed for school visits and 
the problems involved in participation of R.E. in the 21st century. 
23rd September 2015 - Joint Oxford & Cowley Deanery Synod at St Andrew’s, Linton Road This meeting 
was devoted to resourcing the ministry and mission of the church and included presentations from three 
visiting speakers. Phil White, Vicar of Broughton, in the Aylesbury Deanery and also part-time mission 
enabler, spoke of his experience in Buryfields, a housing development on the outskirts of Aylesbury which 
does not have a church. The focus was on growing a sense of community and taking time to work out what 
the church should be. David Morris, Aylesbury deanery treasurer, spoke of the task of allocating funds that 
the deanery had accumulated. Margot Hodson, Vicar of Haddenham benefice, spoke of the needs and 
resources of her four churches, Haddenham, Cuddington, Kingsley and Aston Sandford. All depended on a 
number of volunteers, some in their 90s and the challenge of recruiting further support. 
4th March 2015 at The Coach House, Quarry Road This meeting was devoted to the Deanery Action Plan 
for the coming year. Members were divided   into groups to set out proposals for the most important issues. 
Each group presented its ideas and a list of priorities was suggested. These included poverty, mental 
health, loneliness, school ministry, and environment. Other suggestions were closer co-operation between 
parishes and the possibility of joint worship between parishes. There was additional praise for the Iffley 
Community Cupboard. It was also unanimously agreed that Cowley Deanery should be renamed East 
Oxford Deanery.  
Blanche Stiff 
 

GROUPS & TEAMS 
Ministry Team 
The Ministry Team shares with the vicar in developing and sustaining the vision of the parish together with 
the day-to-day running of St Mary’s. In addition the vicar meets with a small lay pastoral team to co-
ordinate pastoral care, and an ecumenical team to develop the partnership with Rose Hill Methodist 
Church, attending their church council meetings with Carole Smith, the Methodist deacon, attending St 
Mary’s PCC. 
Andrew McKearney 
 

Music in Worship 
During the year there have been four Choral services with St Mary’s Choir; Music & Readings for 
Passiontide and for Advent, Choral Evensong for Harvest, and the Christmas Carol service. There was also 
a performance of Pergolesi’s Stabat Mater given by a visiting group on Good Friday. The group of singers 
from which the choir is drawn has grown over the year and there were 35 singers at the Carol Service, so 
we hope to build on this with at least one more choral service during the year. Some of our singers have 
attended events in the cathedral organised by the Royal School of Church Music, to which the church is 
affiliated, and we hope to continue this. St Mary’s is fortunate to have three regular organists to call upon, 
Geoffrey & Janet play nearly all the morning services and they and Paul Page share the playing at 
Evensong weekly. We also have several singers who act as cantor for the morning psalm and some other 
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musicians who occasionally play during Communion; all of this is much appreciated. We had a very brief 
trial of a chamber organ during the autumn but it was not of a suitable size for Iffley; however, we still hope 
to acquire a similar instrument if one can be found that will better meet our needs. 
Janet Low & Geoffrey Tyack 
 

Taizé Evening Services 
Taizé services have been held at 8pm on the fourth Sunday of each month for the past year, with the 
exception of August and December. Pemma Spencer Chapman has led the singing with guitar and voice, 
also Alex Marshall, and we are very grateful to both of them for their dedication. Some of us have taken it in 
turns to lead the prayers and readings: Anne Borrowdale, Sally Owen, Sarah McKearney, Wendy Tyndale 
and Mo Rooney), and we are always glad to hear from anyone who would like to help in this way. (Thanks 
to Sally who has taken over from Anne as co-ordinator). Numbers have varied between five and seventeen, 
and typically around a dozen, with about half of those attending being from outside the Iffley congregation. 
We feel that Taize offers a quiet, inclusive service which is often appreciated by many non-churchgoers, 
with the repetitive chanting and silences giving opportunities for meditation and reflection. 
Anne Borrowdale & Sally Owen 
 

Community Cupboard 
Each Wednesday afternoon volunteers from St Mary’s and Rose Hill Methodist Church give away 
vegetables, fruit, bakery goods and other food delivered earlier that day by the Oxford Food Bank, an 
environmental group committed to reducing food waste. OFB collects surplus food, which would otherwise 
go to landfill, from supermarkets and wholesalers and distributes it to drop-in centres, schools and 
community groups. Community Cupboard is unusual in distributing this food directly to individuals. 
Community Cupboard sometimes receives food from other sources (eg Iffley Academy’s harvest gifts) and 
also stocks toiletries and household items which are mostly donated by church members.  Prayer, 
hospitality and pastoral care are core features of Community Cupboard. The team begin and finish 
sessions with prayer and reflection. People come to Community Cupboard as guests or ‘friends’ and are 
welcomed, offered refreshments and given space to chat, play dominos or read a newspaper whilst 
awaiting their turn. Having selected their groceries, they are thanked for helping the environment by 
stopping fresh food going to waste. 2015 began with Community Cupboard Sunday, a united service at 
Rose Hill Methodist Church celebrating Community Cupboard’s first anniversary in the context of the Week 
of Prayer for Christian Unity. In March six of our nine regular volunteers undertook Food Safety training and 
Community Cupboard was then registered with Oxford City Council as a food outlet. During the year 
Community Cupboard has been visited by local supporters, researchers, critical friends and people 
engaged in vocational exploration. Most referrals are from the Rose Hill and Donnington Advice Centre but 
this year saw our first referrals from the Community Emergency Foodbank and Rose Hill Children’s Centre. 
At least 104 different friends received groceries on a minimum of 497 occasions and weekly attendance 
gradually increased to 19 one week in December. Recording household size has revealed that each week 
up to 59 people have shared in the food given away. However, the supply of groceries has been variable 
and in the light of other developing community food projects it may be that Community Cupboard’s future 
focus will be as a place of hospitality and community where people might possibly also sometimes pick up 
a bag of groceries. 
Carole Smith & Sarah Northall 
 

Prayer and the Spiritual Life 
The main event to report this year is the Weekend Retreat, held in May, at the Carmelite Priory on Boar’s 
Hill. Andrew Bunch, the Vicar of St Margaret’s Church in Oxford, was our able guide. He took the 
Resurrection appearances of Jesus as the focus for his talks. We spent the time in silence and found the 
retreat house comfortable and the nearby countryside a pleasure to walk in. In Advent, we again held three 
candlelit services on Wednesday evenings. This year we had thought-provoking talks from three different 
people on poems: Roger Wagner on a poem of his own, Erica Longfellow on a John Donne poem and Liz 
Carmichael on a poem of Rowan Williams. Each evening concluded with Night Prayer. Our Healing 
Ministry, offering the laying on of hands, has continued, as part of the Sunday morning service. It is offered 
four to five times a year. A good number of people take it up and appreciate it. It is a great pleasure to see 
a monthly contemplative prayer group (a Julian meeting) becoming established. 
Sally Brodhurst 
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Prayer & Toast 
The group meets every Friday morning except Christmas Day from 7:30 for just over an hour in the Vestry. 
There we brew fresh coffee and tea and make toast. Homemade jams and marmalades and peanut butter 
accompany this start to the day. At 8am we bring the requests for prayers from the prayer tree in church, 
personal needs, concerns about situations and people in many areas of the world and in our community to 
the Lord. The group holds all confidences within the group. Each time a different leader offers readings and 
thoughts to focus attention before the prayers. Prayer Requests from the Prayer Tree are lovingly pasted 
into the butterfly ring-binder and brought back to be placed next to this special place of prayer in church. 
Everyone is welcome to come and pray and eat with us on Fridays. Jesus said, “When two or three are 
gathered together in my name I will grant their requests.” We always have this number no matter the 
darkness or weather though usually 6-10 gather. 
Barbara Alderson 
 

Study Groups 
Widening Horizons 
A new group is formed twice a year, summer and autumn, to read a book together meeting once a month 
over the course of 3 or 4 months, 7.30-9pm at the Rectory. We look for books that are quite short (about 
120 pages if possible), have spiritual and theological depth, without being too academic. Finding 
appropriate books is part of the fun, but is never easy! Participants agree to a) attend the meetings b) read 
the chapters under discussion and c) engage with the ideas raised in the book. We read the Easter 
sermons form ‘Choose Life: Christmas and Easter Sermons in Canterbury Cathedral’ by Rowan Williams 
and ‘Blessing’ by Andrew Davison with 10 and 8 participants respectively. 
Andrew McKearney and Wendy Tyndale 
 
Fairacres & Meadow Lane Bible Study Group 
We have been meeting over the year on a once-monthly basis with seven regular members and three 
others (when work or babies allow) sharing hospitality in four homes. Our study has been directed to the 
text of the Bible itself, first completing our studies in Mark’s Gospel from last year, then following this with 
reading the whole of The Acts of the Apostles.  To carry out this last, we have taken 4-5 chapters at a time 
for everyone in the group to read over the month, while individual members chose single chapters for 
deeper study and presentation. In particular, we sought to relate the trials and joys of that early Christian 
history to our contemporary times, seeking its relevance to our own lives. We all found this method 
particularly helpful. As a group we enjoy a close fellowship, valuing our communal spirit, our friendships, 
and the intercessions we make for one another together, and when apart. 
Jan & Jonathan Stockland 
 
Donnington Bible Study Group 
This group meets at 10:30 on the first Wednesday of the month to study the Bible. All participants are 
encouraged to read from their chosen translation and to contribute to interpreting the text. New members 
are always welcome.  
Patricia Michael 
 
Donnington House Communion 
This group meets at 2:30 on the second Monday of the month to share the Eucharist then to enjoy 
fellowship over a cup of tea.  Number of attendees varies from nine to fourteen or more. 
Patricia Michael 
 
 
 
Bible Study Group 
Our group of 10-12 people meets fortnightly on Thursdays at 8pm, with breaks at Christmas, Easter and 
Summer. We normally spend an hour studying a chapter (or chapters) of the Bible, taking turns to lead and 
host. The group has always enjoyed an international flavour, with members currently originating in Spain, 
Iran and Palestine. This is very special. At 9pm we close, with ‘refreshments’, and chat. This is a valuable 
time when we learn how best to support one another.  We began 2015 by with the early chapters of Joshua 
following on from our study of Deuteronomy. Then from Lent to Easter we followed the York Course: 
‘Praise Him – Songs of Praise in the New Testament’. During the Summer term we looked at Paul’s letters 



 10 

to the Philippians and Colossians. In the autumn we enjoyed some of the Psalms, following Jerome 
Creach’s ‘Psalms’ in the Interpretation Bible Studies series. 
Pat Alexander 
 

Fish & Chip Club 
Leadership: This year Kate and Andrew Stilborn and Joy and Tim Foster have led the Fish and Chip Club. 
Mariam and Stephen stepped down in March just as Joy and Tim agreed to support. All leaders have been 
DBS approved. Andrew Stilborn has attended Safeguarding courses in his role as a Childminder and will 
update these in 2016. Kate Stilborn has completed an online Child Protection course provided by the 
NSPCC. (Child Protection: an introduction NSPCC Training 1) Joy and Tim will complete a course in 2016. 
Attendance: 17 children have attended the club in the last year although some of these are one-off / guest 
attendees. The average attendance is about 5 children.  
The ages range from 4-11 although there are a good 
number of 2/3 year old children attending St Mary’s who we 
hope will start attending Fish and Chip Club in 2016. The 
older children (namely Rufus, Jemima, Daisy and Harry) 
still enjoy Fish and Chip Club and play an active role in 
helping with the younger ones. However there is a time 
ahead where the club will be too young for them and they 
will either attend the normal service more regularly or need 
some dedicated ‘young people’ provision.  Activities and 
Ministry: Joy has brought some great creative ideas to Fish 
and Chip Club. All the children now have their own project 
books where they can build up a record of what they have 
learned. These can be taken home or kept in the Hall and 
shown to parents periodically. 

At the beginning of 2015 the club focused on the subjects of baptism and 
communion as Daisy and Harry were baptised and they, alongside other 
baptised children, were welcomed to participate in Communion.  We then 
focused on the Beatitudes, Lent, the 10 Commandments and then a ‘Summer of 
Love’ where we used love as a theme to explore many Bible passages and 
themes. Since September we have been studying the Old Testament stories – 
starting with Creation and covering Noah, Moses, Samson, Joshua, Joseph etc.  
Instigated by Joy and financially supported by St Mary’s we have a planned Fish 
and Chip Club trip to see Joseph & The Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat in 
March – this will not only be a brilliant Fish and Chip Club ‘school trip’ but will be 
an opportunity for families to enjoy time together outside of the Church routine.  
Involvement in the Wider Church:  The Children are really well integrated and 
welcomed into the Church at St Mary’s. There is definite warmth towards the 
children and an interest in them. We believe that this is partly due to the 

continuing success of the Family Services, the increased attendance of young families in 2015 and the 
other activities that help the children to mix with the wider Church such as Advent/ Harvest lunches, 
informal drinks and events such as the Forthcoming Fairtrade Breakfast – organised by families.  Joy has 
been organising informal events for the parents of young children at St Mary’s which has improved bonds 
and strengthened relationships and support between the parents. 
Kate Stilborn & Joy Foster 

 
Magazine Team 
(Pat Alexander, Sheila Fairfield, Rhys Hedges, Sarah Northall, Sarah McKearney, Edwin Pritchard, Jackie 
Pritchard) 
The magazine committee met twelve times in 2015 and its main business related to the regular production 
and promotion of the magazine. Details of income and expenditure: Money in: £3,024 an increase of £807 
on 2014 Money out: £1,768 an increase of £112 on 2014  Meaning: Overall profit increase of £695 for a 
total profit of £1,255 compared to £561 in 2014. All but four of the issues consisted of 24 pages (two were 
20, two 28). Regular advertising currently accounts for seven pages. The print run was 300 per month for 
2015. 
Jackie Pritchard 
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Honorary Secretary 


